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General Question  

ñIs a divorced person free to remarry in the Catholic Church? 
 

No. If the ex -spouse is still living, all of his/her previous marriages, 
civil or religious, have to be examined by the Tribunal before he/she 
is able to remarry in the Catholic Church 



Concerns  

I am an R.C.I.A. candidate, who is:  
 é previously married 
 é divorced 
 é civilly married  
 é planning to remarry in the Catholic Church 
 
I have a question:  
ñAm I free to remarry  in the Catholic Church?ò 
 

No. If your ex -spouse is still living, all of your previous marriages (all 
religions) have to be examined by the Tribunal before you are able 
to remarry in the Catholic Church 



Concerns  

I am an R.C.I.A. candidate, who is:  
 é previously married 
 é civilly married  
 é planning to remarry in the Catholic Church 
 
I have a question:  
ñAm I able to receive the Sacrament of Initiation ?ò 
 

No. If your ex -spouse is still living, all of your previous marriages (all 
religions) have to be examined by the Tribunal before you are able 
to receive the Sacrament 
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The interview process will help determine and have marital issues resolved 
before R.C.I.A. candidates can receive Sacrament , or remarry in the 
Catholic Church 



Role of R.C.I.A. Coordinators and CS  

Interview between  
R.C.I.A. coordinators and candidates 

Case Sponsors and R.C.I.A. candidates 

Determine marriage cases 



Questions to R.C.I.A. Candidates  

1. Have you ever been baptized in any denomination? 
 

2. Have you ever been married to anyone in any form? 
 

3. Is your former spouse or the former spouse of the person you are 
presently married to or desire to marry still living?  
 

4. Has the civil divorce been completed? 
 

5. Have you ever had a marriage case, or completed the annulment 
process? 

 
 



It All Begins with Baptism  

Three types of R.C.I.A. candidates include: 
 

1. Unbaptized 
2. Validly baptized 
3. Invalidly baptized (be considered as unbaptized) 
 
Notes: Baptism is a sacrament that is not repeated, once 
an individual has been validly baptized 



Essentials for A Valid Baptism  

The matter: Water is poured or the one or be 
baptized is immersed in water (CIC 854) 
 

The form: ñI baptize you in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spiritò (CIC 850)  
 

Ordinary minister: bishop, priest, or deacon 
 

Intention: intend to do what the Church intends to 
do by baptism ï ñsalvation for everyoneò 
 
Notes: A non-Catholic person who is baptized with 
water and the Trinitarian formula is validly baptized  



Churches Whose Baptisms Are Valid  



Churches Whose Baptisms Are Invalid  



How is Baptism Proven?  

A baptismal certificate is required 
 
An affidavit by a parent, or other witnesses (e.g. godparents, family 
members) can be used only when  it is impossible  to obtain a baptismal 
certificate 


